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aWfWrig (owning), 7i. 1. a rooflike shelter of canvas or 
other material extending over a doorway, from the top 
of a window, over a deck, etc., in order to provide protec- 
tion, as from the sun. 2. a shelter. [1615-25; orig. un- 
cert |] — awn'inged, adj. 

a writing deck', Naut. a weather deck supported on 
very light scantlings. [1865-70] 

a writing win^dow, a window frame having one or 
m0 re sashes hinged at the top and swinging outward. 

awn' less brome' grass. See Hungarian brome- 
grass. [awn + -less] 

a«vvok© (a wok')> v. a pt. and pp. of awake. 
a«WO«ken (a wo'kan), v. a pp. of awake. 

AWOL (pronounced as initials or a'wol, a'wol), adj., 
adv. 1. away from military duties without permission, 
but without the intention of deserting. — n. 2. a soldier 
or other military person who is absent from duty with- 
out leave. 3. go AWOL, a. to depart from military duty 
without leave, b. to absent oneself without explanation. 
Also, awol, A.W.O.L., a.w.o.l. [1915-20; A(bsent) 
W(ith)o(ut) L(eave)] 

A'WO«IO«WO (a woo'lo wo^), n. O-ba-fe-mi (6 ba'fa- 
me), born 1909, Nigerian lawyer and statesman. 

a- wry (a ri'), adv., adj. 1. with a turn or twist to one 
side; askew: to glance or look awry. 2. away from the 
expected or proper direction; amiss; wrong: Our plans 
went awry. [1325-75; ME on wry. See a- 1 , wry] 

aW-ShlICkS (o'shuks'), aa \j. Informal, characterized 
by a shy, embarrassed, often provincial manner. [1930- 
35] 

ax (aks), n„ pi. ax-es (ak'siz), v., axed, ax«ing. — n. 1. 

an instrument with a bladed head on a handle or helve, 
used for hewing, cleaving, chopping, etc. 2. Jazz Slang. 
any musical instrument. 3, have an ax to grind, to 
have a personal or selfish motive: His interest may be 
sincere, but I suspect he has an ax to grind. 4. the ax, 
Informal, a. dismissal from employment: to get the ax. 
b. expulsion from school, c. rejection by a lover, friend, 
etc.: His girlfriend gave him the ax. d. any usually sum- 
mary removal or curtailment. — v.t. 5. to shape or trim 
with an ax. 6. to chop, split, destroy, break open, etc., 
with an ax: The firemen had to ax the door to reach the 
fire. 7. Informal, to dismiss, restrict, or destroy bru- 
tally, as if with an ax: The main office axed those in the 
field who didn't meet their quota. Congress axed the 
budget Also, axe. [bef. 1000; ME; ax(e), ex(e), OE sex, 
seces; akin to Goth aquizi, ON 0x, px, OHG acc(7i)us, 
a(c)kus (G Axr), MHG pi. exo < Gmc "akwiz-, akuz-, 
aksi- < < *akas, aks-; L ascia ( < *acsid), Gk axine; < IE 
*ag-s-] — ax'Hke/, adj. ' 



A, axil 




axoiotl, 

Ambystoma mexicanum, 
length 6 to 12 in. 
(15 to 30 cm) 



axes 

A, common ax; 
B, hatchet; 
C, stonemason's ax 




ax-, var. of axi-. esp. before a vowel. 
3X., axiom. 

Ax-a (ak'se), n. Douay Bible. Achsah. 

aX'an*thop«si*a (ak'san thop'se a), n. Ophthalm. a 
defect of vision in which the retina fails to respond to 
yellow, [a- 3 + xanth(o)- + -opsia] 

axe (aks), n., pi. ax-es (ak'siz), v., axed, ax*ing. ax. 

ax»el (ak'sal), n. Figure Skating, a jump performed by 
a skater leaping from the front outer edge of one skate 
into the air to make 1Y 2 rotations of the body and. land- 
ing on the back outer edge of the other skate. [1925-30; 
after Axel Paulsen (1855-1938), Norwegian figure skater, 
who popularized the maneuver] 

Ax»el (aVsal), n. a male given name. 

Ax«el Hei-herg (ak'sel hi'burg), the largest island 
belonging to the Sverdrup group in the Canadian North- 
west Territories. 15,779 sq. mi. (40,868 sq. km). 

Ax-el-rod (ak'sal rod/), n. Julius, born 1912, U.S., bio- 
gemist and pharmacologist: Nobel prize for medicine 

a-xen-IC (a zen'ik, a ze'nik), adj. Biol. 1. (of an ex- 
perimental animal) raised under sterile conditions; 
M e *y Lfree- 2. (of a laboratory culture) uncontaminated. 
[1940-45; A- a + Gk xenikos foreign. See xesto-, -ic] 
— a-xen/i-caMy, adv. 

ax.es 1 (ak'sez), n. pi. of axis 1 . 

ax-es 2 (ak'siz), n. pi. of ax or axe. 

axi-, a combining form meaning "axis": axial; axi- 
lemma. Also, axo-; esp. before a vowel, ax-, [comb, form 
repr. L axis axle, wheel; c. Gk axon, Skt dksas, Lith asis, 
OCS osi, OE eox] 

^ x *'*aJ (ak'se al), adj. 1. of, pertaining to, character- 
ized by, or forming an axis: -an axiai relationship. 2. sit- 
uated in or on an axis. [1840-50; axi- + -al 1 ] — ax/i- 
al/i-ty, n. — ax'i-aMy, adv. 

ax-i-ai-flow (ak'se al flo'), adj. having a fluid flow 
parallel to an axis of rotation, as in a turbine. 

ax/jal Skeleton, Anat. the skeleton of the head and 
trunk. [1870-75] 

3 f / a V s ^' n - Bot t^e angle between the upper side 
rf,* 1 ^ or stem and the supporting stem or branch. 
[1785-95; < L oxiZZa armpit] 



ax»ile (ak'sil), adj. Bot in or of an axis. [1835-45; < L 
ax (is) axis 1 + -ile] 

ax*i*lem*ma (ak'sa lem'a), n., pi. -lenvma-ta (-lemma- 
ta). Anat the membrane surrounding the axon of a 
nerve fiber, [axi- + lemma 2 ] 

ax-U-la (ak sil'a), n., pi ax*il*lae (ak sil'e),- 1. Anat 
the armpit! 2. Ornith. the corresponding region under 
the wing of a bird. 3. Sot an axil. [1610-20; < L] 

ax*il a lar (ak/sa lar), n. Ornith: an axillary feather. 
[1535-45; axill(a) -f -ah 1 ] 

ax*U*lar*y (ak'sa ler'e), adj., n., pi. -lar-ies. —adj. 1. 
Anat, Ornith. pertaining to the axilla. 2. Bot pertain- 
ing to or growing from the axil. — n. 3. Ornith. axillar. 
[1605-15; axill(a) + -ary] 

ax'illary bud^, Bot a bud that is borne at the axil of axo-, var. of axi- 
a leaf and is capable of developing into a branch shoot or 
flower cluster. Also called lateral bud. See illus. under 
axil. 

ax* Unite (ak/sa mV), n. a mineral, complex calcium 
and aluminum borosilicate, usually occurring in thin 
brown crystals. [1795-1805; < Gk axm(e) ax + -ite 1 ] 
ax'iolog'ical eth'lCS, the branch of ethics dealing 
primarily with the relative goodness or value of the mo- 
tives and end of any action. Cf. deontological ethics. 
[axiolog(y) + -ical] 

ax»i*ol*0«gy (ak'se ol'a je), n. the . branch of philoso- 
phy dealing with values, as those of ethics, aesthetics, or 
religion. [1905-10; < F axiologie < Gk axi(a) worth, 
value 4- -ologie; see -o-, -logy] — ax»i«o-log«i«cal (ak'~ 
se a loj'i kal), adj. — ax'i<o*log'i«caMy, adv. — ax'i- 
oVo-gist, n. 

ax-horn (ak-'se am), n. 1. a self-evident truth that re- 
quires no proof. 2. a universally accepted principle or 
rule. 3. Logic, Math, a proposition that is assumed 
without proof for the sake of studying the consequences 
that follow from it. [1475-85; < L axioma < Gk: some- 
thing worthy, equiv. to axio-, var. s. of axioun to reckon 
worthy + -ma resultative n. suffix] 

ax*i-0«mat>iC (ak^se a mat'ik), adj. 1. pertaining to 
or of the nature of an axiom; self-evident; obvious, 2. 
aphoristic. Also, ax/i-o-maVi-cal. [1790-1800; < Gk ax- 
iomatikos, equiv. to axiomat- (s. of axioma axiom) + 
-ikos -rc] — ax^o-mat'i-caMy, adv. 

ax'iom Of Choice', Math, the axiom of set theory 
that given any collection of disjoint sets, a set can be so 
constructed that it contains one element from each of the 
given s sets. Also called Zermelo's axiom; esp. Brit, mul- 
tiplicative axiom. 

ax'iom Of COUntabil'ity, Math, the property sat- 
isfied by a topological space in which<the neighborhood 
system of each point has a base consisting of a countable 
number of neighborhoods Cf irst axiom of countabiiity) 
or the property satisfied by a topological space that has 
a base for its topology consisting of a countable number 
of subsets of the space (second axiom of countabiiity). 
aX*i-On (ak'se on/), n. Physics, a hypothetical particle 
having no charge, zero spin, and small mass: postulated 
in some forms of quantum chromodynamics. [1978; 
perh. axi(al current) -f -on 1 ] 

ax-is 1 (ak'sis) ; n., pi. ax-es (ak'sez). 1. the line about 
which a rotating body, such as the earth, turns. 2. 
Math. a. a central line that bisects a two-dimensional 
body or figure, b. a line about which a three-dimen- 
sional body or figure is symmetrical. 3. Anat a. a cen- 
tral or principal structure, about which something turns 
or is arranged: the skeletal axis. b. the second cervical 
vertebra. 4. Bot the longitudinal support on which or- 
gans or parts are arranged; the stem and root; the cen- 
tral line of any body. 5. Analytic Geom. any line used as 
a fixed reference in conjunction with one or more other 
references for determining the position of a point or of a 
series of points forming a curve or a surface. Cf. x-axis, 
y-axis. 6. Crystall. See crystallographic axis. 7. 
Aeron. any one of three lines defining the attitude' of an 
airplane, one being generally determined by the direc- 
tion of forward motion and the other two at right angles 
to it and to each other. 8. Fine Arts, an imaginary line, 
in a given formal structure, about which a form, area, or 
plane is organized. 9. an alliance of two or more nations 
to coordinate their foreign and military policies, and to 
draw in with them a group of dependent or supporting 
powers. 10. the Axis, (in World War II) Germany, 
Italy, and Japan, often with Bulgaria, Hungary, and Ru- 
mania. 11. a principal line of development, movement, 
direction, etc. [1540-50; < L axis an axletree, axle, axis. 
See axi-J — ax-ised (ak'sist), adj. 

ax»IS 2 (ak'sis), n., pi ax«is«es. See axis deer. [1595- 
1605; <" L axis a wild animal of India (Pliny)] 

ax' IS deer/, an Asian deer, Cervus (Axis) axis, of India 
and Sri Lanka, having a reddish-brown coat spotted 
with white. Also called axis, chital, spotted deer. 

ax' IS Of abSCis'saS, Math, x-axis (def. 1). 

ax' is Of Of'dinates, Math, y-axis (def. 1). 

ax'iS Of revolution, Math, an axis in a plane, 
about which an area is revolved to form a solid of revo- 
lution. 

ax' is Of Sym'metry, 1. Math, a straight line for 
which every point on a given curve has corresponding to 



it another point such that the line connecting the two 
points is bisected by the given line. 2. Crystall See ro- 
tation axis. [1875-80] 

ax«i«sym«met»ric (ak'se si me'trik), adj. symmetric 
about an axis. [1890-95; axi- + symmetric] — ax'i* 
synvmet'ri«caMy r adv. 

ax' job/. Informal See hatchet job. [$1975-1980] 
ax-le (ak'sal), n. 1. Mach. the pin, bar, shaft, or the 
like, on which or by means of which a wheel or pair of 
wheels rotates. 2. the spindle at either end of an axle- 
tree. 3. an axletree. [bef. 900; ME axel, OE eaxl shoul- 
der, crossbeam (in eaxle-gespann); c. OFris ax{e)le, OS 
ahsla, OHG ahsala shoulder (G Achsel), ON gxl, L ala 
(< deriv. of *aksla)] — ax'led, adj. 

ax*le*tree (ak'sal tre'), n. a bar, fixed crosswise 
under an animal-drawn vehicle, with a rounded spindle 
at each end upon which a wheel rotates. [1250-1300; 
ME; see axle, tree] 

ax*man (aks'man), n., pi. -men. 1. a person who 
wields an ax. 2, Informal. See hatchet man. [1665-75 
Amer.; ax + -man] 

AX' minister car' pet (aks'min/star), a machine- 
made carpet having a cut pile and an intricate design of 
many colors. [1810-20; named after town in SW Eng- 
land where manufactured] 

esp. before a consonant. 
aX'O'loti (ak'sa lot/1), n. any of several salamanders of 
the genus Amoysfoma that inhabit lakes and ponds of 
Mexico and remain in the larval stage as sexually ma- 
ture adults : [1780-90; < Nahuatl axoiotl, equiv. to a(tl) 
water + xdldtl page, male servant] 




ax-on (ak'son), n. Cell Biol the appendage of the neu- 
ron that transmits impulses away from the cell body. 
Also, ax-one (ak'son). See diag. under neuron. [1835- 
45; < NL < Gk axon an axle, axis; c. L axis] — ax-on-al 
(ak'sa nl, -son^l), adj. 

ax 'On eme (ak'sa nem'), n. Cell Biol the shaft within 
a flagellum or cilium, containing twenty microtubules 
arranged as nine doublets and two singlets. Cf. nine plus 
two array. [1900-05; axo- + -neme < Gk nema 
thread] 

ax«0»rtO-met>riC (ak'sa no me'trik, -na-), adj. Draft- 
ing, designating a method of projection (ax'onomef- 
ric projection) in which a three-dimensional object is 
represented by a drawing (ax'onbmet'ric draw'ing) 
having all axes drawn to exact scale, resulting in the op- 
tical distortion of diagonals and curves. Cf. cabinet (def, 
19), isometric (def. 5), oblique (def. 13). See illus, under 
isometric. [1905-10; < Gk axon (see axon) + -o~ + 
-metric] 

aX'0«plasm (ak'sa plaz'am), n. Cell Biol, cytoplasm 
within an axon. [1895-1900; axo- (as comb, form of 
axon) + plasm] — ax'o-plas'mic, adj. 
ax-Seed (aks'sed'), n. See crown vetch. [1555-65; 

AX + SEED] 

Ax-um (ak'soom), n. Aksum. 

ay 1 ' (a), adv. Archaic, e/ver; always. Also, aye. [1150- 
1200;- ME ei, ai < Scand; cf. ON ei, c. OE d ever] 

3y 2 (a), interj. Archaic, (used to express regret or sor- 
row.) [1300-50; ME] 

ay 3 (I), adv., n. aye 1 . 

A-ya-CU-chO (a'ya koo'cho), n. a city in SW Peru: de- 
cisive victory of Bolivar over Spanish troops 1824. 
27,900. 

a*yah (a'ya), n. (in India) a native maid or nurse. 
[1775-85; < Hindi aya. < Pg aia maidservant < L avia 
grandmother, equiv, to av(us) grandfather + -ia fern, 
suffix] 

a*ya*huas«ca (a'ya wa'ska), n. a woody South Amer- 
ican vine, Banisteriopsis caapi, of the malpighia family, 
having bark that is the source of harmine, a hallucino- 
genic alkaloid used by Amazon Indians. [< AmerSp; 
further orig. uncert.] 

A*ya*na (a ya'ne), n. a female given name: from an 
African word meaning "beautiful flower." 
A«yan-de (a yan'da, a^yan da'), n. a male given 
name: from a Yoruba word meaning "we gave praises 
and he came." 

a-ya'toMah (a'ya tola), n. (among Shi'ites) a title in 
the religious hierarchy achieved by scholars who have 
demonstrated highly advanced knowledge of Islamic law 
and religion. [1975-80; < Pers < Ar ayat alldh sign of 
God; cf. Allah] 

Ay*de*Iotte (ad'l of), n. Frank, 1880-1956, U.S. edu- 
cator. 

aye 1 (1), adv. 1. yes. — n. 2. an affirmative vote or 
voter, esp. in British Parliament, corresponding to yea in 
U.S. Congress. Also, ay. [1570-80; earlier sp. J, of »ui- 
cert. orig.] 
aye 2 (a), adv. 



ay 1 . 



concise pronunciation key: act, cape, dare, part; set, equal; if, ice; 
ox, over, order, oil, book, boot, out; up, urge; chtW; sing; shoe; thin, 
khat; zh as in treasure. 9 = a as in alone, e as in system, i as in 
easily, 0 as in gallop, u as in circus; 9 as in fire (fi'r), hour (ou a r). 
1 and n can serve as syllabic consonants, as in crctdZe (kraoVl), and 
button (but'n). See the full key inside the front cover. 
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ing a single speech sound, as ea in meat or th in path. 
[1780-90; di- 1 + -graph] — di-graph-ic (di graf'ik), 
adj. — di-graph/i-cal-ly, adv. 

di'greSS (di gres/, di-), v.i. 1. to deviate or wander 
away from the main topic or purpose in speaking or 
writing; depart from the principal line of argument, plot, 
study, etc. 2. Archaic, to turn aside. [1520-30; < L 
digressus, ptp. of digredi to go-off, depart, digress, equiv. 
to di- DI- 2 + -gredi, comb, form of gradi to go; cf. 
grade] — di-gress/er, n. — degress' ing»Jy, adv. 
Syn. 1. ramble, stray. See deviate. 

di-gres-sion (di gresb/an, di-), n. 1. the act of di- 
gressing. 2. a passage or section that deviates from the 
central theme in speech or writing. [1325-75; ME < AF 
< L digression- (a. of digressio) a going away, aside, 
equiv. to digress(us) (see digress) + -ion- -ion] — di- 
gres/sion-al, di-gres'sion-ar'y, adj. 
Syn. 1, 2. deviation, divergence. 

di«gres»sive (di gres'iv, di-), adj. tending to digress; 
departing from the main subject. [1605-15; < L 
digressivus. See digress, -ive] — dhgres/sive-ly, adv. 
— di«gres'sive«ness, n. 

dt«he*dra! (di he/dral), adj. 1. having or formed by 
two planes. 2. of or pertaining to a dihedron. — n. 3. 
dihedron. 4. Aeron. the angle at which the right and 
left wings or the halves of any other horizontal surface 
of an airplane or the like are inclined upward or down- 
ward. [1790-1800; di- 1 + -hedral] 

dihe'dral an'gle, Geom. 1. the angle, between two 
planes in a dihedron. 2. dihedron. [1820-30] 



D, dihedral angle 

included between 
planes AA and BB 



di*he«dron (di he/dran), n. Geom. a figure formed by 
two intersecting planes. Also called dihedral, dihedral 
angle. [1820—30; di- 1 + -hedron] 

Qj*hlia (Chin, de'hwa'), n, Pinyin. former name of 
Uriimqi. Also, Tihua. 

di-hy*brid (di hybrid), Biol. — n. 1. the offspring of 
parents differing in two specific pairs of genes. — adj. 2. 
of or pertaining to such an offspring. [1905-10; di- 1 + 
hybrid] — di-hy'brid«ism, n. 

di«hy-drate (di hJ/drat), n. Chem. a hydrate that 
contains two molecules of water, as potassium sulfite, 
K 2 S0 3 -2H 2 0. [di- 1 + hydrate] — di-hy'drat-ed, adj. 

dl*hy*dric (di hi/drik), adj. Chem. (esp. of alcohols 
and phenols) dihydroxy. [187.5-80; di- 1 + -hydric] 

dl^hydro-er-gOt-a-mfne (di hl/dro ur got/a men/, 
-min, -ur/ga tarn-' en, -in), n. Pharm. an ergot alkaloid, 
CaaHg-rNsOg, used in the treatment of various types of 
migraine headache. [1940-45; di- 1 + hydro- 2 + Ergot- 
amine] 

di-hy«dro«mor»phi«none (di hl/dro mor/fe non/), n. 
Pharm. a narcotic compound, C 17 H 19 0 3 N, prepared 
from morphine and used chiefly as an analgesic, [di- 1 

HYDRO- 2 + MORPHINE + -ONE] 

di«hy«dro»strep«to-my-cin (di hi/dro strep/ te mi/- 
sin), n. Pharm. an antibiotic, <XiH 41 N T 0 12 , derived by 
organic synthesis from and believed to be less toxic than 
streptomycin: used in the form of its sulfate chiefly in 
the treatment of tuberculosis. . [1945-50; di- 1 + hydro- 2 
+ streptomycin] . 

di-hy-dro«ta-chys«tefOl (di hl/dro ta kis/ta roV, 
-roV), n. Pharm. a white, crystalline, water- insoluble 
sterol, C 28 H 4 aO, derived from ergosterol: used chiefly in 
the treatment of hypoparathyroidism, [di- 1 + hydro- 2 

+ TACHY- + STEROL] 

di«hy«drox«y (di'hi drok/se), adj. Chem. (of a mole- 
cule) containing two hydroxy 1 groups, [di- 1 4- hydroxy] 

di-hy«drox*y«phen-yl-al-a-nine (dim drok/si feci- 
al/ a nen/, -nin, -fen/1-), n. Biochem. dopa. [dihydroxy 
+ phenylalanine] 

di-i«0-do*meth«ane (di I/a do meth/an), n. Chem. 
See methylene iodide, [di- 1 + iodo- + methane] 

di-i-so-bu'tyt phthal-ate (di i/so byobVl thai/ at, 
fthal/-, : i/so-), Chem. a clear, colorless liquid, C 14 H 2e 0 4 , 
used chiefly as a plasticizer for nitrocellulose, [di- 1 + 
iso- 4-. butyl; phthal(ic acid) 4- -ate 2 ] " 

Di-jon (de zhoN/), n. a city in and the capital of Cote 
d'Or, in E central France. 156,787. 

Dl/jOfl mus'tard (de/zhon; Fr. de zhoN/), a medium- 
hot mustard, originally made in Dijon. - 

dik-dik (dik/ dik/), n. any antelope of the genus Mado- 
qua or Rhyncho tragus, of eastern and southwestern Af- 
rica, growing only to 14 in. (36 cm) high at the shoulder. 
[1880-85; said to be a name imit. of the animal's cry, but 
language of orig. not ascertained] 

dike 1 (dik), n., v., diked, diking. — n. . 1. an embank- 
ment for controlling or holding back the waters of the 
sea or a river: They built a temporary dike of sandbags 
to keep the river from flooding the town. 2. a ditch. 3. 
a bank of earth formed of material being excavated. v 4. 
a causeway. 5. Brit Dial, a low wall or fence, esp. of 
earth or stone, for dividing or enclosing land. 6. an ob- 

cokcisk etymology key: < , descended or borrowed from; > , 
whence; b., blend of, blended; c, cognate with; cf., compare; deriv., 
derivative; equiv., equivalent; imit., imitative; obi, oblique; r., re- 
placing; s., stem; sp., spelling, spelled; resp., respelling, respelled; 
trans., translation; ?, origin unknown; *, unattested; ±, probably 
earlier than. See the full key inside the front cover. 



stacle; barrier. 7. Geol. a. a long, narrow, cross-cutting 
mass of igneous rock intruded into a fissure in older 
rock. b. a similar mass of rock composed of other kinds 
of material, as sandstone. 8. Chiefly Australian Slang. 
a urinal. — v.t. 9. to furnish or drain with a dike, 10. 
to enclose, restrain, or protect by a dike: to dike a tract 
of land. Also, dyke. [bef. 900; ME dik(e), OE die < ON 
diki; akin to ditch] — dik'er, n. 

dike 2 (dik), n. Slang (often disparaging and offensive). 
dyke 2 . — dike'y, adj. 

di»ke»tone (di ke/ton),, n. Chem. a compound contain- 
ing two C=0 groups, as CH 3 COCOCH 3 . [1895-1900; di- 1 
+ ketone] , 

dik* tat (dik tat-'), n. a harsh, punitive settlement or 
decree imposed unilaterally on a defeated nation, politi- 
cal party, etc. [1930-35; < G: lit., something dictated < 
L dictatus, ptp. of dictare to dictate] 

dH, 1. dilute. 2. diluted. 

di-laoer-ate (di las/a rat/, di-), v.t, -at»ed, -at- ing. 

to tear apart or to pieces. [1375-1425; late ME (adj.) < L 
dilaceratus torn to pieces (ptp. of dllacerare), equiv. to 
di- di- 2 + laceratus torn; see lacerate] 

dMac-er*a-tion (di las/a ra'shen, di-), n. 1. the act of 
dilacerating. 2. the state of being dilacerated. 3. Den- 
tistry, displacement in the position of a developing tooth, 
resulting in angulation or distortion. [1375-1425; late 
ME < LL dilacerdtion- (s. of dilaceratio) a tearing to 
pieces, equiv. to dilacerdt(us) (see dilacerate) 4- -ion- 

. -ion] 

Di-lan-tin (di lan'tn, -tin, di-), Pharm., Trademark, a 
brand of diphenylhydantoin. 

dMap*i*date (di lap/i daf), v. -dat.ed, -dat-ing. — v.t 

1. to cause or allow (a building, automobile, etc.) to fall 
into a state of disrepair, as by misuse or neglect (often 
used passively): 77ie house had been dilapidated by ne- 
glect. 2. Archaic, to squander; waste. — v.i. 3. to fall 
into ruin or decay. [1560-70; < ML dilapidatus, ptp. of 
dilapidare to squander • (cf. dilapidatid disrepair), L: to 
pelt with stones; see di- z , lapidate] — dMap/i-da/tion. 
n. — di«lap'i«da/tor, n.. 

di*lap*i*dat«Od (di lap'i da/tid), adj. reduced to or 
fallen into partial ruin or decay, as from age, wear, or 
neglect. [1800-10; dilapidate + -ed 2 ] 
Syn. run-down, tumbledown, ramshackle, rickety. - 

di*Iat*ant (di latent, di-), adj. 1. dilating; expanding. 

2. ' Physical Chem. exhibiting an increase in volume on 
being changed in shape, owing to. a wider spacing be- 
tween particles. . 3. Petrol, (of rock) exhibiting an in- 
crease in volume owing to rearrangement and recrystal- 
lization of constituent grains. [1835-45; < L dilatant- (s. 
of dilatans), prp. of dilatare to dilate; see -ant] — di* 
lat'an-cy, n. 

dMat-ate (di la'taVdil'e tat/), adj. dilated; broad- 
ened. [1375-1425; late ME < L dilatatus, ptp. of dila- 
tare to dilate; see -ate 1 ] 

dil*a*ta«tion (dil'a ta'shen, di/le-), n. 1. a dilated for- 
mation or part. 2. Pathol, an abnormal enlargement of 
an aperture or a canal of the body, 3. Surg. a. an en- 
largement made in a body aperture or canal for surgical 
or medical treatment, b. a restoration to normal patency 
of an abnormally small body opening or passageway, as 
of the anus or esophagus. 4. Mech. the increase in vol- 
ume per unit volume of a homogeneous substance. Also, 
dilation. [1350-1400; ME (< OF) < L dilatation- (s. of 
dilatatio), equiv, to dilatat(us) spread out (ptp. of dild- 
.tdre to dilate) + ion- -ion] — dH/a-ta'tion-al, adj. 

dMate (di laV, di-, di'lat), v., -Iat«ed, -lat»ing. — v.t 
1. to make wider or larger; cause to expand. 2. Archaic. 
to describe or develop at length. — v.i. 3. to spread out; 
expand. 4. to speak or write at length; expatiate (often 
fol. by on or upon). [1350-1400; ME dilaten < MF di- 
later, L dilatare to spread out, equiv, to di- Di- 2 + lat- 
(us) broad + -are inf. suffix] — di*lat/a*bil'i<>ty r n. 
— dHat'a»ble, adj. 
— Syn. 1. See expand. 

di-la-tion (di la'shan, di-), n. 1, the act of dilating; 
state of being dilated. 2. dilatation. [1590-1600; dilate 
+ -ion] 

dMa«t!Ve (di la'tiv, di-, di'la-), adj. serving or tending 
to dilate. [1520-30; dilate + -ive] 

dil«a-tom»e«ter (dil/a tom'i tar), n. Physics, a device 
for measuring expansion caused by changes in tempera- 
ture in substances. [1880-85; dilate 4- -o- + -meter] 
— dil-a-to-met-ric (dil/a ta me'trik), adj. — diI/a«to« 
mefri-caMy, adv. — dM/a-tom'e-try, n. 

di«ia>tor (di la'tar, di-, di'la-), n. 1. Anat. a muscle 
that dilates some cavity of the body. 2. Surg, an instru- 
ment for dilating body canals, orifices, or cavities. Also, 
dHat'er. [1595-1605; dilate + -or 2 ] 

dil«a*to»ry (dil'a tor/e, -tor/e), adj. 1. tending to delay 
or procrastinate; slow; tardy. 2. intended to cause delay, 
gain time, or defer decision: a dilatory strategy. [1250— 
1300; ME ( < AF) < L dilatdrius, equiv. to dila-, supple- 
tive s. . of differre to postpone (see differ) + -torius 
-tory 1 ] — dil'a-to/rHy, adv. — d»l'a«to/ri-ness, n. 

Di-lau-did (di 16'did, di-), Pharm., Trademark. a 
brand name for the hydrochloride salt of dihydromor- 
phinone. 

dil-do (dil'do), n.,.pl. -dos. Slang, an artificial erect 
penis, used as a sexual aid. [1585-95; of obscure orig.] 

dMenvma (di lem / a), n. 1. a situation requiring a 
choice between equally undesirable alternatives. 2. any 
difficult or perplexing situation or problem. 3. Logic, a 
form of syllogism in which the major premise is formed 
of two or more hypothetical propositions and the minor 
premise is a disjunctive proposition, as "If A, then B; if C 
then D. Either A or C. Therefore, either B or D." [1515- 
25; < LL <• Gk dilemma, equiv. to di- di- 1 4- lemma an 
assumption, premise, deriv. of lambanein to take] — dil» 
envmat'ic (dil/a mat'ik), dil/envmaf Weal, di-lem/- 
rnic, adj. — dil/envmat'i-caMy, adv. 
— Syn. 1. See predicament. 2. question, difficulty. 

dii*et*tante (dil/i tant/, diVi tanf, -tan/ta, '-tan'te), 



n.,, pi. -tantes, -tan-ti (-tan'te), adj.^^T~ 
who takes up an art, activity, or subieV 
amusement, esp. in a desultory or superfir 
bier. 2. a lover of an art or science, eso 
— adj. 3. of or pertaining to dilettantes fi?! 
n. use of prp. of dilettare < L delectnl 
— dH/et-tan'tish. dil/et-tan'te-ish, adj 
Syn. 1. -amateur. 

dil-et-tant.ism (dil'i tan tiz/am, -tan-) 
tices or characteristics of a dilettante. Also d 
ism (dil/i tan'te iz/am, -tan/-). [1800-10- n 
-ism] ' I; 

DMi (dil'e), n. a city on NE Timor in ? 
52,158. Also, DUli, DMy. ' n k 

dilW'gence 1 (diKi jans), n. 1. constant , 
effort to accomplish what is undertaken; pen 
tion of body or mind. 2. Law. the degree 
caution required by the circumstances of a 
Obs. care; caution. [1300-50; ME deligence ( 
diligentia, equiv. to diligent- (s. of dilige ns \ 
-ia; see -ence] 

di M'gence 2 (dil'i jens; Fr. de le zhaNs/) , 
ces (-jan siz; Fr. -zhaNs^). a public atagecc 
formerly used in France. [1735-^5; short ft 
de diligence speed coach] 




dll-hgent (dil/i jant), adj. 1. constant in i 
complish something; attentive and persiste 
anything: a diligent student. 2. done or p 
persevering attention; painstaking: a diliee 
the files. [1300-50; ME ( < AF) < L diligeni 
gens), prp. of diligere to choose, like, equiv. t 
-ligere (comb, form of legere to choose, reac 
— di1/i«gent»ly, adv. — di|/j«gent-ness, n. 

Syn. 1. industrious, assiduous, sedulous 

2. indefatigable, untiring, tireless, unremitti 

dill (dil), 7i. 1. a plant, Anethum graueo 
parsley family, having aromatic seeds and fi 
leaves, both of which are used for flavorii 
dillweed: 3. See dill pickle, [bef. 900; ME 
dile; akin to G Dill, Sw dill] — dilled, adj. 

DiMi (dil/e), n. Dili. Also, Dil/|y. 

DiMirvger (dil'in jar), n. John, 1902-34 
robber and f murderer. 

Dil-lon (dil/an), n. 1. C(larence) Douglas 

U.S. lawyer and government official, born 
land: Secretary of the Treasury 1961-65. 2 
rest, 1831-1914, U.S. jurist and legal schola 

dill/ pick/le, a cucumber pickle flavort 
[1900-05], 

dill-weed (dil/ wed/), n. the leaves of th 
esp. when used dried and as a food flavorii 

WEED 1 ] 

diMy (dil/e), n., pi. -lies. Informal, someth: 
one regarded as remarkable, unusual, etc.: 
movie. [1930-35; Amer.; earlier as adj.: 
appar. a shortening of delightful or delick 
(now taken as -Y a )] 

di|/|y bag/ (diVS), Australian, a bag 
reeds, grasses, or hair. [1840-50; dilly < Wa 
ian Aboriginal language spoken around . 
Queensland) dila] 

di My -da My (dil/e dal/e, -dal/-), v.t, -Hed 
waste time, esp. by indecision; vacillate; t 
[1735-45; gradational redupl. of dally] 

dil-ti*a«zem (dil tl/e zem/), n. Pharm. ■ 
whitish crystalline powder, C a2 H26N 2 0 4 S f uj 
cium blocker in the treatment of angina pe 
sumably from isolated and rearranged le 
chemical name] 

dii*U*ent (dil/yoo ant), adj. 1. serving to i 
ing. — 7i. 2. a diluting substance. [1715-2. 
ent- (s. of diluens), prp. of diluere to diluti 

dMlite (di loot/, di-; adj. also dl'loot), v., ■ 
ing, adj. — v.t 1. to make (a liquid) thinne 
by the addition of water or the like. 2. to n 
as a color. 3. to reduce the strength, force, 
of by admixture. — v.i. 4. to become dilute 

.reduced in strength, as a chemical by admi 
a dilute solution. [1545-55; < L dilutus w 
dissolved (ptp. of diluere), equiv. to di- d 1 
comb, form of lautus (lav(ere) to wash _ 
suffix)] — di-lut/er, di«lu/tor, n. — dMu/« 
Syn. 3. weaken, temper, mitigate, dimii 

di-lu«tion. (di loo/shan, di-), n. 1. the act c 
the state of being diluted. 2. something 
50; DILUTE + -ion] 

di'lu*vi*al (di loo/ve el), adj. 1. P e * u 
caused by a flood or deluge. 2. Geol N° l 
taining to or consisting of diluvium. Al 90 - 
[1650-60; < LL diluvialis, equiv. to diluvW 
deluge) + -alis -al 1 ] 

di*lu*vi*um (di loo/ve em), n., pi. -vi«a (- v < 
GeoZ. Now Rare, a coarse surficial depos^ 
tributed to a general deluge but now regr 
drift. Also, di-lu/vi-on. [1810-20; < L t 
see deluge] 

dim (dim), adj., dinrmer, dim-mest v., J 
ming. — adj. 1. not bright; obscure from 
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(Kkart), n. a city in N Indiana. 
See Norwegian olkhound. 




m-tl&rt (elk'hart, 

iNund (elk'houndO ft. 
WHELK + HOUND ] 

■ »s 1 an extension usually at right angles to 
•Unfa building. 2- elbow (def. 5). 3. something 
' ' ipedL Also, el.' [1765-75; a sp. of the letter 
shortening of elbow] 

a former measure of length, varying in dif- 
ntries- in England equal to 45 in. (114 cm), 
r ME, OE eln; c. ON eln, OHG elina, Goth 
I ulna, Gk olene. See elbow] 
ftl'o), ru a female given name: from a Germanic 
I meaning "all." 

used as a formative in taxonomic names, 
s names of bacteria: chorella; pasteurella; sal- 

tNL.L, fern, of -ellus; see -elle] 
1 ac/id (a laj'ik), Pharm. a yellow crystalline 
CuHgOg, isolated from oak galls and tannins and 

. ^ i hemostatic. (1800-10; < F ellagique, equiv. to el- 

|| .r-agram of gaMe gall 3 4- -ique -ic] 

(e las/), ft. Modern Greek name of Greece. 
,.oun suffix occurring in loanwords from French, 
t originally formed diminutives, now often with a 
ive sense in which the diminutive force is lost 
|||*; prunelle; rondelle); also in Anglicized forms of 
jrds ending in -ella {organelle). [< F < L -ella, 
-ellua, forming diminutives corresponding to 
| ending in -id- -ule, -r- (see castellum), -n~ (see 

. (el'an), n. a female given name, form of Helen. 




itg (el'anz burg/), 
. 11,752. 



a town in central 



a re), n. a male given name. 
: jf6 Is/ land (elz/mer), an island in the Arctic 
*, NW of Greenland: a part of Canada. 76,600 sq. 
" ,400 sq. km). 

(el'it), n. Charles, Jr.. 1810-62, U.S. civil engi- 
of suspension bridges, 
n. Scand. Myth, an old woman, a personifi- 
ed age, who defeated Thor in a wrestling 
Icel elli, lit, old age. Cf. eld] 
Jarids . (el/ is), a former name of Tuvalu. 
*t eit'y (el/i kat), a city in N central Mary- 
— Baltimore. 21,784. 

1 (elding tan), n. Edward Kennedy {"Duke"), 
% U.S. jazz pianist, composer, arranger, and 

(el/g at, el/yat), n. 1. HerbCert James), born 
wtrahan track-and-field athlete. 2. Also, El'Ii- 
■ m ^ e^en name, form of Elias. 
j&S (i Hps/), n. Geom. a plane curve such that the 
r r .. K . T G ^stances of each point in its periphery from 
,Sm£ P?, 1 ^- the foci, are equal. It is a conic section 
» ih' » 5 ^ tersec tion of a right .circular cone by a 
i ^m* 1 , ; / fc ?> e axis and the surface of the cone. Typ- 
»M f J /q2) + ^ Vb2 ) = 1- Lf a = b the ellipse 

* t: ?(! ^n dla &' ^der conic section. [1745-55; < F 
^■^f ELLIPSIS; or ^ back formation from the pi. 




"-m^-^' n " pl - SQS (" sgz )- X - Gram - a " the 
sentence or other construction of one or 
.Jt would complete or clarify the construe- 
UkpT 0Vl who are - w hile- 1 am, .or while we 
to interview people sitting down. b. the 



omission of one or more items from a construction in 
order to avoid repeating the identical or equivalent 
items that are in a preceding or following construction, 
as the omission of been to Paris from the second clause 
of I've been to Paris, but they haven't 2. Print, a mark 

or marks as , . . . , or * * *, to indicate an omission or 

suppression of letters or words. [1560-70; < L ellipsis < 
Gk elleipsis an omission, equiv. to eZ-_ (var. of en- en- 2 ) 
+ leip- (s. of leipein to leave) -f- -sis -Sis] 
eMip»SO»graph (i lip/sa graf, -graf), ft. an instru- 
ment for drawing ellipses, as a trammel. Also, ellipto- 
graph. [ellipse + -o- + -graph] 

eMip«SOid (i lip/soid), n. 1. Geom. a solid figure all 
plane sections of which are ellipses or circles. Typical 
equation: (xVa 2 ) + (y 2 /6 2 ) + (z 2 /c 2 ) = 1. —adj. 2. el- 
lipsoidal. [1715-25; < F ellipsoide. See ellipse, -oid] 



■Mf. a plant, Aralia californica of the gin- 
^•i nnrive to the west coast of North America, 
bete of greenish or whitish flowers and berry- 



ellipsoid 



: ;i "; : .» in-own 
;;; g ; e K(el ker/ak,kerakO, Kerak. 
;;^GSSA See bear grass. 

^ . f^ @ , Village, a town in NE Illinois. 28,907. 
SfgpC (eV ka leK), Arabic name of Hebron (def 




el*lip-SOi*dal (i lip soid'1, eVip-, e'lip-), adj. pertain- 
ing to or having the form of an ellipsoid. [1825-35; el- 
lipsoid 4- -AL 1 ] 

eMip«SOm»e-ter (i Hp som/i tar, eVip-, e'lip-), n. Op- 
tics, an instrument that measures the ellipticity of pola- 
rized light, used for determining the thickness of thin 
films, [ellipse + -o- + -meter] 

eMipt (i lipt'), v.t. Gram, to delete by ellipsis, [by 
back formation from elliptical] 

eMip«ti«cal (i Hp'ti kal), adj. Also, el-lip'tic. 1. per- 
taining to or having the form of an ellipse. 2. pertaining 
to or marked by grammatical ellipsis. 3. (of speech or 
writing) expressed with extreme or excessive economy; 
relieved of irrelevant matter: to converse in elliptical 
sentences. 4. (of a style of speaking or writing) tending 
to be ambiguous, cryptic, or obscure: an elliptical prose 
that is difficult to translate. — ft. 5. Astron. See ellipti- 
cal galaxy. [1650-60; < Gk elleiptik{6s) defective (see 
ellipsis, -tic) +- -al 1 ] — eMip'ti-cal'ness, n. 

elHp'tical gal'axy, Astron. a type of galaxy having 
the shape of a spheroid or ellipsoid, rather than a disk. 
Also called elliptical, E galaxy. 

ellip'tical light', Optics, light that has been ellipti- 
cally polarized. 

el*lip«ti«cal*ly (i lip'tik le), adv. 1. in the form of an 
ellipse. 2. in an elliptical manner; by an ellipse. 3. with 
great economy of words or expression; concisely: to speak 
ellipiically. 4. without sufficient transition or a logical 
connection between thoughts, ideas, or expressions; am- 
biguously or cryptically: to jump ellipiically from 
generalities to specifics. [1810-20; elliptical + -ly] 

ellip'ticai polariza'tion, Physics, polarization of an 
electromagnetic wave in which the vector representing 
the instantaneous intensity of the electric field describes 
an elliptical helix in the direction of propagation. Cf. cir- 
cular polarization. 

eilip'tlC func'tion, Math, one of a class of transcen- 
dental functions related to elliptic integrals and analo- 
gous to trigonometric functions. [1835-45] 

ellip'tiC geonVetry. See Riemannian geometry 

(def. 1). 

ell ip' tic integral, Math, a certain kind of definite 
integral that is not expressible by means of elementary 
functions. [1880-85] 

el«lip*tiC a i a ty (i Hp tis/i te, el'fp-, e^lip-), ft. the de- 
gree of divergence of an eUipse from a circle. [1745-55; 
elliptic- (see elliptical) + -ity] 



elliptic paraboloid 



el lip' tic parab'oloid, Geom. a paraboloid that can 
be put into a position such that its sections parallel to 
one coordinate plane are ellipses, while its sections par- 
allel to the other two coordinate planes are parabolas. Cf. 
hyperbolic paraboloid. 

ei Hp' tic spring', a spring formed from two leaf 
springs having their convex sides outward. 

eMip«tO«graph (i Hp'ta graf, -graf), n. ellipsograph. 
[1850-55] 

El'llS (el'is), ft. '1. Alexander John {Alexander John 
Sharpe), 1814-90, English phonetician and mathemati- 
cian. 2. (Henry) Have-lock (hav'lok), 1859-1939, Eng- 
lish psychologist and writer. 

El' (is is' land, an island in upper New York Bay: a 
former U.S. immigrant examination station. 

EMi-SOn (el/a sen), n. Ralph (Wal-do), (wol/do, wol'-)> 
born 1914, U.S. noveHst, essayist, and lecturer. 

EMo-ra (e lor'a, e lor' a), ft. a .village in S central 
India: important Hindu archaeological site. Also, Elura. 

EllS'WOrth (elz/wurth), ft. 1. Lincoln, 1880-1951, U.S. 
polar explorer. 2. Oliver, 1745-1807, U.S. jurist and 
statesman: Chief Justice of the U.S. 1796-1800. 3. a 
male given name. 

El Is' WOrth Land'', a region in Antarctica, bordered by 
the Weddell Sea on the E, Byrd Land on the SW, and 
Palmer Land on the N: discovered 1935. 




elm (elm), ft. 1. any tree of the genus Ulmus, as U. 
procera (English elm), characterized by the gradually 
spreading columnar manner of growth of its branches. 
Cf. American elm, elm family. 2. the wood of such a 
tree. [bef. 1000; ME, OE; c. OHG elm; akin to ON aZmr, 
L ulmus] 

El-man (el'man), ft. Mi«scha (me'sha), 1891-1967, U.S. 
violinist, born in Russia. 

El Man«SU-ra {e-V man soor'a), a city in NE Egypt, in 
the Nile delta: scene of the defeat of the Crusaders 1250 
and the capture of Louis LX by the Mamelukes. 215,000. 
Also called Mansura. 

elm' bark/ bee'tle, 1. Also called smaller European 
elm bark beetle, a shiny, dark reddish-brown bark bee- 
tle, Scolytus multistriatus, originating in Europe and 
now widespread in the U.S.: the primary vector of Dutch 
elm disease. 2. Also called native elm bark beetle, a 
bark beetle, Hylurgopinus opaculus, of eastern North 
America, that also transmits Dutch elm disease. [1905- 
10] 

elm' blight/. See Dutch elm disease. 

El»mer (el/mar), n. a male given name: from Old Eng- 
lish words' meaning "noble" and "famous." 

elm' fam/ily, the plant family Ulmaceae, typified by 
deciduous trees having simple and often toothed leaves, 
small petalless flowers, winged fleshy or nutlike fruit, 
and watery sap, and including the elm, hackberry, and 
planer tree. 

Elm* hurst (elm/ hurst), n. a city in NE IlHnois, W of 
Chicago. 44,251. 

El«mi«ra (el ml/ra), ft. a city in S central New York. 
35,327. 

El MlS-tl (el mes/te), a volcano in S Peru, in the 
Andes. 19,200 ft. (5880 m). Also called Misti. 

elm' leaf/ bee/tie, a chrysomeHd beetle, Galerucella 
luteola, of eastern North America, that feeds on the foli- 
age of elm. [1880-85, Amer.] 

El-mont (el/mont), ft. a town on W Long Island, in SE 
New York. 27,592. 

El Wlon«te (el mon/te), a city in SW California, near 
Los Angeles. 79,494. 

Elm' WOOd Park/ (elm/ wood'), 1. a city in NE Illi- 
nois. 24,016. 2. a city in NE New Jersey. 18,377. 

El Ni-flO (el nen/yo; Sp. el ne/nyo), a warm ocean 
current of variable intensity that develops after late De- 
cember along the coast of Ecuador and Peru and some- 
times causes catastrophic weather conditions. [ < Sp: lit., 
the child, i.e., the Christ child, alluding to the appear- 
ance of the current near Christmas] 

El 0«beid {eV 6 bad/), a city in the central Sudan: 
Egyptian army defeated by Mahdist forces 1883. 66,000. 
Also, Obeid r Al-Obeid. Arabic, Al-Ubayyid. 

el«0*CU*tion (el^a kyod/shan), n. 1. a person's manner 
of speaking or reading aloud in pubHc: The actor's elocu- 
tion is faultless. 2. the study and practice of oral deliv- 
ery, including the control of both voice and gesture. 
[1500-10; < L elocution- (s. of eiociZtio) a speaking out, 
equiv. to e- e- + locution- locution] — el«o-cu-tion«ar« 
y (el'a kyoo/sha ner^e), adj. — eKo-cu/tion-ist, n. 

e«lo»de»a (i 16/ de a), ft. any of several New World sub- 
mersed aquatic plants of the genus Elodea, having nu- 
merous, usually whorled leaves. Also called anacharis, 
ditchmoss, waterweed. [< NL (1803), equiv. to Gk 
{h)elod{es) marshy (deriv. of helos marsh; see -ode 1 ) + 
NL -ea -ea] . 

E-IO-him (e lo/him; Seph. Heb. e 16 hem/; Ashk. Heb. 
e/lo him/; in nonliturgical use by Orthodox Jews e 16- 
kem/, e/lo kim/), ft. God, esp. as used in the Hebrew 
text of the Old Testament. [ < Heb elohim, pl. of eloah 
God] — EI«o-hinvic (eVo him/ik), adj. 

E-lo-hism (e lo/hiz am, eKo hiz^am), n. the worship of 
Elohim or the reHgious system based on such worship. 
[Eloh(im) -f- -ism] 

E*lo*hist (e 16/hist, el/6-), n. a writer of one of the 
major sources of the Hexateuch, in which God is charac- 
teristically referred to as Elohim rather than Yahweh. 
Cf. Yahwist. [1860-65; < Heb eZoan God + -ist] — El/, 
o-his/tic, adj. 

e«(oign (i loin/), v.t to remove to a distance, esp. to 
take beyond the jurisdiction of a law court. Also, e-loin/. 
[1490-1500; < AF, OF e{s)loigner to go or take far < VL 
*exZoftgiare, for L elongare; see elongate] 

EI«OMSe (el/6 eV, ePo ez/), ft. a female given name. 

e«lon«gate (i long'gat, i long/-, e'long gat'', e'long-), 
v., -gat»ed, -gat-ing, adj. — v.t 1. to draw out to 
greater length; lengthen; extend. — v.i. 2. to increase in ' 
length. — adj. Also, e-lon/gat-ed. 3. extended; length- 
ened.. 4. long and thin. [1530^0; < LL elongatus 
lengthened out, ptp. of elongare to make longer, make 
distant, remove, equiv. to L e- e- + -longare, deriv. of 
longus long, longe far off] — e-lon-ga-tive (e'long ga/- 
tiv, e/long-), adj. 

e»lorvga«tion (i long ga/shan, i long-, e'long-, ^long-), 
ft. 1. the act of elongating or the state of being elon- 
gated. 2. something that is elongated. 3. Astron. the 
angular distance, measured from the earth, between a 
planet or the moon and the sun or between a satellite 
and the planet about which it revolves. [1350-1400; ME 
< LL elongation- (s. of elongatid), equiv. to eZoftgar(us) 
(see elongate) + -ion- -ion] 

e*lope (i lop/), v.i., e-loped, e-lop-ing. 1. to run off 

secretly to be married, usually without the consent 
or knowledge of one's parents. 2. to run away with a 
lover. 3. to leave without permission or notification; 
escape. [1590-1600; ME *alopen to run away (whence 

concise pronunciation key: acf, cape, dare, part; set, equal; if, ice; 
ox, over, order, oil, book, boot, oui; up, urge; child; sing; shoe; thin, 
that; zh as in treasure. 3 — a as in alone, e as in system, i as in 
easily, o as in gallop, u as in circus; 3 as in fire (fi*r), hour (ou a r). 
1 and n can serve as syllabic consonants, as in cradle (krad'l), and 
button (but'n). See the full key inside the front cover. 
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long shot 



r/ho/man, long''-), n., pi -men. an 
longbow. [1670-80; longbow + 



city in E New Jersey: seaside re- 



ihipflv Bridge, a card remaining in a 
-\ __».„f car ds in that particular suit 



S f«B^|^7' (Wng^a^. JongM- See tall-case 



{long- 



>cb&n', long'-), adj. Chem. pertain- 
,osed of long chains of atoms, or 
chains of monomers. [192J5— 



Sfc.i 



H / soft-shell clam. [1836-46, Amen] 

i#-^ £ff? * ff/k 16tV, long'klotb/); n. a fine, white, 
^rff 7p££ weave; high-grade muslin. [1535- 
'■o*P*j?± cloth] 

BW* „ tf / n a/ long'-), adj. Bot requiring a long 
^fToXr to flower. [1915-20] 
^K!- 7<H/r/m?y #nfO /V/gM', a play (1956) 

- ^ ng /dan, longM, John Eric (Johnny), 
^BHF'UJBj^^ ^ thorou ^ llbred horse trainer. 
^MLppefl,' telephone service between distant 

" stance (long' dis/tans, long/-) adj. 1. of, 
I KSSvMD distant places: a /outdistance pnone 
I ?S Aver or covering long distances: a long-dis- 
a 3 by long-distance telephone: to 

' * jwi/sion. Mafn. division, usually by a number 
"' : ''' more digits, in which each step of the process is 
\..'W [1820^30] 
%^ffM0mn. - a dozen plus one; thirteen; baker's 
§'W-!lBS0-65] 

i|swrW>Ut (I6ng'dr6n'ouf , long'-), adj. 1. 
' " - vary long time; protracted: a long-drawn-out 
? b e CTeat length; long: a Zong-dratun-out line of 
,_fiXdrawnW long'-drawn'. [1900-05] 
f inj, looj), n„ v., longed, longe-ing. — n. 1. a 
- d to guide a horse during traimng or exer- 
. "_ hf 2. to train or exercise (a horse) by use of a 
S ij <M lunge. [ < F, OF: n. use of Zonge (adj.) < L 
( J l m of longus LONG] 

I 3S*d OWl' (long'erd/, long'-), a mottled-gray 
J i otujs of the Northern Hemisphere, having a 

1 an ^acb side of the head. [1805-15] 
I FSJI (lon'jar en), n. Aeron, a main longitudinal 
support on an airplane. [1910-15; < F: side- 
; »ii|v. to long(er) to run alongside, skirt (deriv. of 

- ■ ds) + -eron n. suffix] 

- *' S$£' (bs). See long s. 

fe w -* H «>' (km jev'i te, Ion-), n. 1. a long individual 
, -Kit duration of individual life: Our family is 
• r ifs Jongeuiry. 2. the length or duration of life: 
u. human longevity. 3. length of service, ten- 
- seniority:' promotions based on longevity. 

>• ■ < L iongaeuifas. See longevous, -ity] 
' - ;- 1 (Ion je'vas,. Ion-), adj. Archaic. long- 

• .sog to a great age. [1670-80; < L longaevus 
V* *«sp4v. to long(us) long 1 + aev(um) time, age, life- 
~ J ^ adj. suffix; see -ous] 

an unhappy or gloomy expression: He's 
£ t§ 1 N?l!ldn$ around with, a long face ever since he 
.^examination. [1780-90] 

I -J Hong/fast/, long'-), adj. 1. having an un- 
«:!oomy expression; glum. 2. having a face 
i the usual. [1585-95] 
1IHPH? w (long'feVo, long/-), a. Henry Wads- 
; - v^'werth), 1807-82, U.S. poet. 

-<i (ldng'fard, long/-), n. a county in Leinster, 
■'"Fubiic of Ireland. 31,138; 403 sq. mi. (1044 sq. 

- r i Longford. 

^^^^^^ fi fy# a large gallery, found esp. in the up- 
y',,f\:iT BB of ^zabethan and Jacobean manor 
1 aa a family room and as a promenade. 

'* 1 the as P ect °f considered in rela- 

e etJ1 *^y °f a player to hit shots, esp. drives, for 
- short garne (def. 1). 2. a card game in 



Slang. 



paper money; cash. [1890-95, 



- ^ , : ^ng'har^, long/-), Informal 
■ ; l '^fr an intellectual 2. a 



— n. 1. Some- 

; -a- inueuectuaL a person, often 
" ' ■ rm 617 intereated In or devoted to the arts, 
*mer, ..-composer, or lover of classical music. 



2 f°gmg e 
; 13 ^ry h 
v- -^ er - wmpnser, 
f : aavmg long hair, esp. a hippie. 4. a cat hav- 
feft«n> J ' °' lon g'ha'red/. 5. having long 
v^p, r r ^, (? 6 ' of or characteristic of longhairs 
H U915-20; long 1 + hair] 

WK'hand', long/-), n. 1. writing of the 
m-&>? . words written out in full 

lm f I- nn S- 3. written in longhand: a Zong- 
feting. [1660-70; long 1 -f hand] 
^ Qj^han/dlz, long/-), n. (used with a 
^dland, Southern, and Western U.S. 
+ handles] 




[long 1 

haul (def 21). [1925-30] 

C S g ' } ] 6I/ . long/-), adj. 1. line-haul. 2, of 
^ a long hauJ< [192 ^30] 

P^ n he v • 1 ? n g'-)> Anihropol. 1. a doli- 
tOKa J -L T „„.^ nead with a low cephalic index. 



HEAD] 



long-head-ed (long'hed'id, long'-), adj. 1. An- 
inropoZ. dolichocephalic. 2. of great discernment or 
foresight; farseeing or shrewd. Also, long' head/ ed. 
[1690-1700] — long'-head'ed.ly, adv. — long'-head'. 
ed-ness, n. 

long' horn', a moist Cheddar of cylindrical shape, 
weighing about 12 lb. (5.4 kg). [1825-35] 

Long'horn (ldng'hdrn', long'-), n. 1. (Lc.) See Texas 
longhorn. 2. Slang, a Texan. 3. (Lc) See long-horned 
beetle. 4. one of a nearly extinct English breed of beef 
cattle having long horns. [1825-35; long 1 + horn] 

iong'-horned bee'tle (long'hornd/, long'-), any of 
numerous, often brightly, colored beetles of the family 
Cerambycidae, usually with long antennae, the larva of 
which bores into the wood of living or decaying trees. 
Also called longhorn. [1830-40] 

Iong'-horned grass' hop per, any of numerous in- 
sects of the family Tettigoniidae, having long, threadlike 
antennae and well-developed stridulating organs on the 
forewings of the male. Also, long' horn grass' hopper. 
Also called tettigoniid. Cf. katydid. [1890-95] 

long' horse', Gymnastics. See vaulting horse. 
[1930-35] 

long' house', a communal dwelling, esp. of the Iro- 
quois and various other North American Indian peoples, 
consisting of a wooden, bark-covered framework often as 
much as 100 ft. (30.5 m) in length. [1615-25] 

long' hun'dred weight, a hundredweight of 112 lb. 
(50.8 kg), the usual hundredweight in Great Britain^ but 
now rare in the U.S, [1930-35] 

long!-, a combining form meaning "long," used in the 
formation of compound words: longicorn. [ < L, comb. 
, form of longus long 1 ; see -I-] 

lon«gi«cau>dal (lon'ji kod'l), adj. having a long tail; 
macrutous. Also, lon«gl»cau«date (lon'ji ko'dat). [lon- 
gi- -f caudal] 

lon»gi*COm (lon'ji korn/), Entomol. — adj. 1. having 
long antennae. 2. belonging or pertaining to the Ceram- 
bycidae, comprising the iong-horned beetles. — n. 3. 
See long-horned beetle. [1840-50; < NL longicornis 
long-horned, equiv. to longi- longi- -I- corn(u) horn + 
-is adj. suffix] 

long*ies (long'ez, long'-), n. (used with a plural v.) 1. 
long underwear, esp. for winter use. 2. long pants for 
boys. [1950-55, Amer.; long 1 + -ie + -s 3 ] 

long«ing (long'ing, long'-), n. 1. strong, persistent de- 
sire or craving, esp. for something unattainable or dis- 
tant: filled with longing for home. 2. an instance of 
this: a sudden longing to see old friends. — adj. 3. hav- 
ing or characterized by persistent or earnest desire: a 
longing look. [bef. 1000; ME; OE langung; see long 2 , 
-ing 1 ] — long'lng4y, adv. — long'ing*ness, n. 
Syn. 1. aspiration. See desire. 3. desirous, yearn- 
ing. Ant. 1. apathy. 

Lon-gi«nuS (Ion ji'nas), n. Dionysius Cas*sius (kash'- 
as), A.D. 2137-273, Greek philosopher and rhetorician. 
— Lon*gin«e«an (Ion jin'e an), adj. 

long' i'ron, Golf, a club, as a driving iron, midiron, or 
mid-mashie, with a long shaft and an iron head the face 
of which has little slope, for hitting long, low shots. Cf. 
short iron. [1930-35] 

long*ish (long'ish, long'-), adj. somewhat long. 
[1605-15; long 1 + -ish 1 ] 

Long' Bs'iand, an island in SE New York: the 
boroughs of Brooklyn and Queens of New York City are 
located at its W end. 118 mi. (190 km) long; 12-20 mi. 
(19-^32 km) wide; 1682 sq. mi. (4356 sq. km). 

Long' is'land Sound', an arm of the Atlantic be- 
tween Connecticut and Long Island. 90 mi. (145 km) long. 

lon*gi s tude (lon'ji tood/, -tyood'), n. 1. Geog.. angular 
distance east or west on the earth's surface, measured by 
the angle contained between th.6 meridian of a particular 
place and some prime meridian, as that of Greenwich, 
England, and expressed either in degrees or by some 
corresponding difference in time. 2. Astro n. a. See ce- 
lestial longitude, b. See galactic longitude. [1350- 
1400; ME < L longitudd length. See longi-, -tude] 

lon'gitude by account', Navig. the longitude of 
the position of a vessel as estimated by dead reckoning. 

lon«gi«tu>di«nal (lon'ji tood'n 1, -tyood'-), adj. 1. of 
or pertaining to longitude or length: longitudinal meas- 
urement. 2. extending in the direction of the length of a 
thing; running lengthwise: a thin, longitudinal stripe. 
3. Zool. pertaining to or extending along the long axis of 
the body, or the direction from front to back, or head to 
tail. 4. pertaining to a research design or survey in 
which the same subjects are observed repeatedly over a 
period of time. — n. 5. a longitudinal framing member, 
as in the hull of a ship. [1535V45; < L longitudin- (s. of 
longitudd; see longitude) 4- -al 1 ] — Jon/gi-tu'dt*nal* 
ly, adv. 

longitu'dinal coefficient, Naval Archit. the ratio 
of the immersed volume of a hull to the product obtained 
by multiplying its length on the water line by the im- 
mersed area of. the midship transverse section, all as- 
suming a given depth . of immersion of the hull. Also 
called prismatic coefficient. 

longitu'dinal f ram' ing. Naval Archit. See Isher- 
wood framing. 

longitu'dinal sec'tion, the representation of an ob- 
ject as it would appear if cut by the vertical plane pass- 
ing through the longest axis of the object. 

longitu'dinal wave', Physics, a wave in which the 
direction of displacement is the same as the direction of 
propagation, as a sound wave. Cf. transverse wave. 
[1930-35] 

long' johns^ (used with a plural v.) Informal, long 

underwear, esp. for winter use. [1940-45] 
long' jump', Tracfe and Field, 1. a jump for distance 

from a running start. 2. a field event featuring competi- 



tion in the long jump. Also called broad jump, running 
broad jump. [1880-85] 

long-jump (long' jump/, long'-), v.L Track and Field. 
to execute a long jump. Also, broad-jump. 

long' jump'er, Track and Field, a participant in the 
long jump. Also called broad jumper. [1885-90] 

long-last'ing (long'las'ting, -la' sting, long'-), adj. 1. 
enduring or existing for a long period of time: a long- 
lasting friendship. 2. effective for a relatively long pe- 
riod of time: a long-lasting pain reliever. 3. resisting 
the effects of wear or use over a long period: a long-last- 
ing fabric used for work clothes. [1520-30] 

long' leaf pine' (long'lef, long'-), 1. an American 
pine, Pinus palustris, valued as a source of turpentine 
and for its timber. 2. the wood of this tree. Also called 
Georgia pine. [1790-1800, Amer.] 

long"Hn*er (long'lJ/ner, long'-), n. a commercial 
fishing vessel that uses a long line with a large number 
of hooks attached to it. [1950-55; long line + -er 1 ] 

long-lived (Idng'llvd', -livd', long'-), adj. 1. having a 
long life, existence, or duration: a long-lived man; long- 
lived fame. 2. (of an object) lasting or functioning a long 
time: a long-lived battery. [1375-1425; late ME; see 
long 1 , lived] — long'-tived/ness, n. 

Long' March', the 6000-mi. (9654-km) retreat of the 
Chinese Communist party and Red Army from south- 
eastern China (Jiangxi province) to the northwest (Yan- 
an in Shaanxi province) in 1934-35, during which Mao 
Zedong became leader of the Communist party, [trans, 
of Chin chdngzheng] 

Longomead-OW (long'med'o, -med'o, long'-), n. a 
town in S Massachusetts. 16,301. 

long' meas'ure, 1. Also called long' me'ter. Pros, a 
four -line stanza in iambic tetrameter, often used in 
hymns, with the second and fourth lines rhyming and 
sometimes the first and third lines rhyming as well. 2. 
See linear measure. [1710-20] 

Long*mont (long'mont, long'-), n. a city in N central 
Colorado. 42,942. 

long' moss'. See Spanish moss. [1735-45, Amer.] 
long*neck (ldng'nek', long'-), n. Chiefly Texas, a bot- 
tle of beer. [1885-90, for an earlier sense; long 1 + 
neck] 

Song'-neck clam' (long'nek', long'-). See soft-shell 

clam. [1900-05, Amer.] 

Lon«gO'bard (long/ go bard', -ga-), n. Lombard (def. 
2). 

long' one', 1. Informal See tall one. 2. SZang. a 
bottle of beer. 

Long' Par'Hament, Eng. Hist the Parliament that 
assembled November 3, 1640, was expelled by Cromwell 
in 1653, reconvened in 1659; and was dissolved in 1660. 

long' pig', (among the Maori and Polynesian peoples) 
human flesh as food for cannibals. [1850-55] 

Song^jalay', a. long-playing phonograph record. 

long-piay«ing (long'pla'ing, long'-), adj. of or per- 
taining to microgroove records devised to be played at 
33 V 3 revolutions per rninute. [1945-50] 
long' prim'er, Print a 12-point type. [1590-1600] 
long-range (long'ranj', long'-), adj. 1. considering or 
extending into the future: a long-range outlook; long- 
range plans. 2. designed to cover or operate over a long 
distance: .long-range rockets. [1865-70] 
long' ri'fle. See Kentucky rifle. [1820-30, Amer.] 
long-run (long' run', long'-), adj. happening or pre- 
sented over a long period of time or having a long course 
of performances: a long-run hit play. [1900-05] 
long S (es), a style of the letter s, suggesting a lower- 
case / in form, formerly common in handwriting and as a 
type character. Also, long ess. 

long'Ship (16ng'ship/, long'-), n. a medieval ship used 
in northern Europe esp. by the Norse, having a long, 
narrow, open hull, a single square sail, and a large num- 
ber of oars, which provided most of the propulsion. 
[1560-70; long 1 + ship] 

long< Shore (long'shor/, -shor', long'-), adj. existing, 
found, or employed along the shore, esp. at or near a 
seaport: longshore jobs; longshore current. [1815-25; 
aph. var. of alongshore] ^ 

long' Shore drift'. See beach drift. [1950-55] 

long*shore*man (long'shor' man, -shor'-, long'-), n., 
pi. -men. a person employed on the wharves of a port, 
as in loading and unloading vessels. [1805-15; long- 
shore 4- -man] 
— Usage. See -man. 

long* shore* WO m«an (long' shor' w6t>m'an, -shor'-, 
long'-), n., pi -wom-en. a woman employed on the 
wharves of a port, as in loading and u^oading vessels. 
[longshore(man) + -woman] 
— Usage. See -woman. 

long«shor*ing (15ng'sh6r/ing, -shor'-, long'-), n. the 
work or occupation of a longshoreman. [1925-30; long- 
shoreman) -f -ing 1 ] 

long' Shot', 1. a horse, team, etc., that has little 
chance of winning and carries long odds. 2. an attempt 
or undertaking that offers much but in which there is 
little chance for success. 3. Motion Pictures, Television. 
a camera shot taken at a relatively great distance from 
the subject and permitting a broad view of a scene. Cf. 
closeup (def. 2), medium shot. 4. by a long shot, by 
any means; by .a measurable degree: They haven't 
finished by a long shot. [1785-95] 

concise pronunciation key: acf, cape, dare, part; set, equal; if, Ice; 
ox, ouer, order, ail, bobk, boot, out; up, urge; child; sing; shoe; thin, 
Ohat; zh as in treasure, a = a as in alone, e as in system, i as in 
easily, o as in gallop, u as in circus; 9 as in fire (fl 3 r), hour fou a r). 
1 and n can serve as syllabic consonants, as in cradle (krad/1), and 
button (but/n). See the full key inside the front cover. 



